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SERMON BY

Pastor Ervin Daugherty, Jr.

PRAYER

Renew me, O eternal Light, and let my heart and soul be bright, illumined with the light of grace 
that issues from Your holy face.  Create in me a new heart, Lord, that gladly I obey Your Word, and 
naught but what You will desire; with such new life my soul inspire.   Amen

TEXT

John 15:1-8
[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.  Every branch 
of min that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear 
fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit.  Already you are clean because of 
the word that I have spoken to you.  Abide in me, and I in you.  As the branch 
cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless 
you abide in me.  I am the vine; you are the branches,.  Whoever abides in me 
and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do 
nothing.  If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and 
withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.  If 
you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will 
be done for you.  By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so 
prove to be my disciples.”

Good morning in the name of our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

It is clear from our Gospel lesson that this lesson is not all about you or all about me.  It is about 
God and what He would help us do.  In this lesson Jesus speaks in a very personal way to His 
disciples and to us.  In a short period of time He would be going to the cross on our behalf.  He 
refers to Himself 15 times and He refers to us 15 times in these short eight verses.  These are 
surely words that we will want to hear.  John 8:31-32 states it so well for us:  “Jesus then said 
to the Jews who had believed in Him, ‘If you continue in my word, you are 
truly my disciples and you will know the truth and the truth will make you 
free.’”  There can be no greater freedom than this.

How often have you heard it said that, “He/she would be nothing without her/him.  They would be 
nothing without their family.  They would be nothing without their money or influence or power?”  
Connections are surely valuable in this day and age.  With the right connections you can go a long 
way.  Without the right connections you are sometimes dead in the water.  Jesus told His 
disciples... and yes, us, the real connection we all need in verse 5:  “I am the vine, you are 
the branches.  Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much 
fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.”  In this world that we live in, all too many 
people want to go it alone when it comes to having any relationship with Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified.  Verse 6 tell us three things that happen to us when we try to go it alone.

The very first thing is stated this way:  “...If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a 
branch...”  As some of you know, I have grown grapes for a good number of years.  I have also 
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grown a number of fruit trees.  What is said for one is true for all.  When a vine does not produce 
grapes or a branch does not produce the desired fruit, I have to cut it off and throw it away... for it 
is doing no good.  One concern of many lutherans is what we call “work righteousness”.  and yet, 
we all fall into the trap of thinking that we can get ourself to heaven if we just work hard enough, 
try hard enough.  Listen now to verse 4 of our lesson:  “Abide in me and I in you.  As the 
branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, 
unless you abide in me.”  Grape vines cannot do it.  Apple branches cannot do it.  Peach 
branches cannot do it.  Cherry branches cannot do it  I cannot do it.  You cannot do it.  But the 
sad, sad story is that way too many people try to do it all alone.  There will be no good results for 
we will be thrown away.

The next part of verse 6 tells us this:  “... He is thrown away like a branch and 
withers.”  Is there any question about what will happen if a branch is cut off a tree?  It does not 
take it too long before it withers and dries up.  It is good for nothing.  The same thing happens to 
us when we want to be apart from God and what He wants to do for us.  The Rev. Peterson put it 
this way:

Apart from Christ:

• our lives and actions amount to nothing

• the best of my motives curve like a boomerang and come back to rest on my ego

• my actions, no matter how well-intended, take on an edge of irritation if they do not 
produce what I want out of them

• my dedication becomes defensive if I am not rewarded as I think appropriate

• left to my own resources I labor and am heavily laden

• I seek to save myself and am consequently lost

• I build my house upon the sand and the storms of life wash it away

And yet, the sad think is that we still try to do it apart from Christ.

You can see what is coming... right?  The rest of verse 6 says this:  “... He is thrown away like 
a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire and 
burned.”  There is no escaping it.  Grape vines are thrown into the fire to be burned.  
Unproductive branches are thrown into the fire to be burned.  Even the dead grasses of Kansas 
are burned and gone.  And then they make it hard for others to see because of the great amount 
of smoke they make.  St. Paul put it this way for us in Romans 6:23:  “For the wages of sin is 
death.”  And this goes for everyone and anyone who does not want to be attached to God or 
pruned by God.  The Bible can not make it any clearer than that.

And now because I make grape juice and grape jelly, I have learned a think or two or in this case 
three about grape plants.  I have learned that:

I. the main vine is the true source of all life and fruit for the branches

II. branches that do not produce good fruit need to be done away with

III. the proper cutting and pruning of the vines improve and increase the fruit from the vine

When we look at our life, we can see the same relationship with God.

I. Jesus is the true source of any and all fruit that we might produce

II. God the Father cuts away branches that may be harmful to our producing good fruits

III. the Holy Spirit works with what the Father has left after He prunes our life for better 
service and fruits
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Jesus spoke to the people of His day so that they could easily understand what He was saying - 
and today it is still easy for us to understand what He wants from us.

Jesus tells us in the 5th verse of our lesson for today:  “I am the vine; you are the 
branches.  Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, 
for apart from me you can do nothing.”  It is easy to see the people of Immanuel are 
attached to the vine in all that we do.  here is some proof of that.  Look at how the House of God 
is kept up.  It is beautiful to look at and to worship in.  Listen to the beautiful music that is played 
and sung here each week.  Witness how the members of Immanuel care for one another when 
they are healthy or ill.  See the reception that all guests receive when they come to God’s house of 
worship.  Rejoice in the help that is sent out into the mission fields, some of it is people and some 
of it is financial support.  I could go on but you get the picture.  God is working here.  Good fruit 
is the result.

I would like to share with you a short story that took place in the early 1900’s.  There was an 11 
year old boy who had to sell newspapers to help his family get by.  One day while he was standing 
over a heater grate in the street to stay warm, a woman passed by and asked him, “Where are 
your shoes and socks?”  He very simply replied, “I ain’t got none.”  So the woman took him to the 
store and bought him new shoes and woolen socks.  As they left the store the boy asked, “Lady, are 
you God?”  She was surprised at first but simply replied, “No, but I am one of His children.”  The 
boy smiled and said, “Well, I knowed you must have been kin to Him somehow.”  When we act like 
children of God, people see that we too are kin.

God is the vinedresser.  He has pruned the people of Immanuel so that His will can be done and 
much fruit will be the result of it.  This is the purpose for Immanuel being here today.  Verse 8 says 
it so well:  “By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my 
disciples.”  once again, we see that God has plans for us.  His plans for us are good and not evil.  
He has sent His Son to die for our sins.  He raised His Son up again as proof that we too shall be 
raised up again.  He has pruned Immanuel to her present size so that she will produce much fruit.  
The next two Bible verses seem to speak to where Immanuel now finds herself.  The first is from 
Hebrews 12:11 where we read:  “For the moment all discipline seems painful rather 
than pleasant; later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who 
have been trained by it.” The Second Bible verse which comes on its heel is from Romans 
6:22 where we read these words of promise:  “But know that you have been set free 
from sin and have become slaves of God, the return you get is sanctification 
and its end... eternal life.”  What joy this gives us as we move forward with plans for the 
ministry of Immanuel Lutheran Church!

Many of us remember the musical, “My Fair Lady.”  At one point, the poor girl who is being 
courted by Freddy who writes great words of love, has had enough.  Finally in great frustration she 
cries out;  “Words, words, words... I’m sick of words... don’t talk of stars burning above, if you’re in 
love, show me.  Don’t talk of love lasting through time.  Me me no undying vow, if you’re in love, 
show me now.”  It is time for Immanuel to stop talking about a love of God... it is time to show it.  
God has blessed us richly... both in spiritual blessings as well as in earthly blessings.  It is time to 
produce much good fruit, for we are firmly attached to the vine... Jesus Christ, Himself.  I wish to 
close with the words of 1 John 3:18:  “Little children, let us not love in word or speech 
but in deed and in truth.”

AMEN
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